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Turkey with its population of 75 million, growing economy and its geostrategic position in the 
middle of Afro-Eurasian main continent has become a prominent country. Turkey has political, 
historical and cultural ties with Europe, Black Sea, Caucuses, Asia, Middle East and Africa. It is an 
important member of NATO, OSCE and CICA, and with its recent active foreign policy it has 
become an important player in global arena. 
 
Germany, with its population of 82 million and GDP of 3 trillion dollars, is a prominent country in 
Europe and also a global actor in international arena. In 2009 Germany had suffered from 
economic recession and its economy receded 4, 7%, which have not seen since Second World 
War. In 2010, although the recession was still effective in Euro Zone, Germany’s economy grew 
by 3, 6% at the end of 2010. The unemployment figures in Germany were in their lowest level 
since reunification.  
 
Since its establishment, Germany is considered one of the most powerful countries in Europe 
and the World. In 21st century Germany is still a prominent political and economical power in 
the global arena. Germany’s national power comes from its strong and dynamic economy, 
qualified human resources, cultural and historical heritage, technological developments and 
influential position in international politics. These factors make Germany a strong regional and 
global power.  
 
Turkey-Germany relations have long-standing history. Ottoman Empire signed a treaty of amity 
with Kingdom of Prussia in 1790 and during the reign of Abdülhamid II military relations with 
Germany had improved. During First World War, besides being allies, Turkey and Germany had 
cooperated in many fields such as construction of Baghdad Railway Project.  
 
 



 

Various German leftist, liberal and Jewish academics and engineers were invited to Turkey after 
Hitler came to power in 1933. These academics and engineers contributed to the establishment 
and development of various universities, industries and companies. During Cold War era, Turkey 
and Federal Republic of Germany (West Germany) had cooperated in trade, economy and 
culture. In 1960 Germany signed Labor Recruitment Agreement with Turkey and many Turkish 
workers migrated to Germany. 
  
Germany is one of the most important allies of Turkey. Main elements in Turkey-Germany 
relations include; 3 million German citizens of Turkish descendants, trade volume of 37 billion 
dollars, Turkey’s EU membership process, 4 million German tourists visiting Turkey annually and 
defense industry projects. Besides dual relations; Germany is a close partner of Turkey in NATO, 
OSCE and European Council. High level official visits between Turkey and Germany take place 
frequently.  Common traits between Turkey and Germany are commitment to democracy, 
secularism, membership to G20 and World Trade Organization and being developmentalist 
economies.  
 
With the end of the Cold War; main trend in international politics which has gained a 
momentum with globalization is that the countries cannot develop alone by themselves but 
through regional and global cooperation.  
 
Nowadays; countries have transformed themselves into entities that are open to economic, 
political and cultural cooperation and those countries which cannot adapt themselves to this 
process have become unstable. Within this framework; it is necessary to develop long term 
“Strategic Cooperation” between Turkey and Germany.  
 
Turkey - Germany Round Table Meetings aim to transform mutual potentials and current 
cooperation into strategic cooperation and contribute to the strategic capacity building.  
 
Up until today Germany-Turkey relations are mostly based on economical and bureaucratic 
relations and the relation between two countries should be redefined. Mutual image is crucially 
important in the eyes of both countries’ people and important for the future of public 
diplomacy, economic and political relations. Therefore especially in the fields of education and 
culture, more cooperation is needed.  
 



 

 The goals of Turkey - Germany Round Table Meetings are strengthening the influence of civil 
society, contributing to the development of both countries, benefiting from the experiences in 
order to develop resources and study fields, contributing to the promotional activities and lastly 
to evaluate all of these actions in order to develop a strategic approach.  
 
In order for Turkey-Germany relations to be carried to an ideal point in today’s multi-
dimensional world order; every parameter should be taken into consideration.  
 
The main aims of the Turkey - Germany Round Table Meetings are to prepare a civil, 
institutional and intellectual strategic base to improve and strengthen the Turkey-Germany 
Relations. Depending on the results the possibility of transforming these round table meetings 
into a Forum should be evaluated. 
 
Main Theme and Sub-Themes are as follows: 
 

Main Theme 
New Term Turkey - Germany Relations: Opportunities and Risks 
 

Sub-Themes 
Turkey-Germany Economical Relations: Opportunities and Risks 
Energy Policies: Geopolitics and Security 
Technological, Academic and Cultural Cooperation 
Sectoral Cooperation Perspectives, Defense Industry and Transportation 
Social, Economical and Political Developments 
Turkey’s European Union Membership Process and Turkey-Germany Relations 
Relations with USA and New Partners: Regional Strategies  
Rising Powers in Multi-Polar World and Adaptation to the Global Management Structures  


