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Turkey with its population of 75 million, growing economy and its geostrategic position in the 
middle of Afro-Eurasian main continent has become a prominent country. Turkey has political, 
historical and cultural ties with Europe, Black Sea, Caucuses, Asia, Middle East and Africa. It is an 
important member of NATO, OSCE and CICA, and with its recent active foreign policy it has 
become an important player in global arena. 
 
Argentina with its population of 40 million, area of 2,791,000km2 and GDP of 500 billion dollars 
(purchasing power parity 700 billion dollars); is an important political and economical actor in 
Latin America. Its activities in global and regional organizations as an important member attract 
attention.  
 
Turkey - Argentina relations began in 1910 when both countries signed their first consulate 
protocol. Bilateral relations had completed their 100th year in 2010. Relations between two 
countries became official in 1926 with signing Treaty of Amity in Rome. Afterwards, ambassadors 
of both countries presented their letters of credence in 1938. The President of Argentina Carlos 
Saúl Menem visited Turkey in 1992, the 9th President of Turkey Süleyman Demirel visited 
Argentina and The President of Argentina Cristina Elisabet Fernández de Kirchner visited Turkey 
on 20-21 January 2011. Foreign Minister of Argentina Rafael Antonio Bielsa Caldera visited 
Turkey in March 2005. The last visit from Turkey to Argentina at Foreign Ministry level took place 
in Argentina when Foreign Minister of Turkey İsmail Cem made an official visit in November 
1998. Political consultation between two countries was established and the last meeting took 
place in Ankara in November 2010. Both countries’ parliaments include mutual friendship 
groups.  
 
There are various bilateral agreements between Turkey and Argentina including trade, tourism, 
culture and cooperation in science. The agreements of economic and commercial cooperation, 
mutual protection and promotion of investments between Argentina and Turkey have been in 
effect. Due to visit of President of Argentina to Turkey in January 2011; an air transport 
agreement was signed and direct flights from Istanbul to Buenos Aires have begun. 



 

Also hereby with this official visit, a Memorandum of Understanding in the fields of mining 
partnership and diplomacy academies were signed. There is cooperation between Turkey and 
Argentina in multilateral platforms. Official contacts with Argentina within the scope of G-20 are 
important. Argentina is a member of Alliance of Civilizations Project which was initiated by 
Turkey and Spain.  
 
In the last couple of years, there has been a growth trend in trade between Turkey and 
Argentina. The trade between Turkey and Argentina has reached to 459 million dollars at the 
end of 2010 (Turkey’s export is 179 million dollars and import is 280 million dollars). The last 
Joint Economic Commission Meeting between two countries was held in Buenos Aires in 
October 2009.  
 
Although the trade and commercial relations between Turkey and Argentina have gained 
momentum in the last period, it does not reflect the actual potential. As of economic magnitude 
of both countries, development of economical relations is a necessity rather than option. The 
priorities of Turkey with regards to its policies towards Argentina are increasing trade volume, 
establishing mutual balanced economic relations and encouraging Turkish business men to 
establish commercial ties within Argentina.  
 
With the end of the Cold War; main trend in international politics which has gained a 
momentum with globalization is that the countries cannot develop alone by themselves but 
through regional and global cooperation. Nowadays; countries have transformed themselves 
into entities that are open to economical, political and cultural cooperation and those countries 
which cannot adapt themselves to this process have become unstable. Both Argentina and 
Turkey are rising regional economical and political powers and their cooperation will create 
regional, national and global plus values. In order to improve mutual relations in the fields of 
political dialogue, economy, trade, science, technology, defense industry, investment, tourism, 
culture and diplomacy; various policies and strategies should be created.  
 
Within this framework; it is necessary to develop long term “Strategic Cooperation” between 
Turkey and Argentina. Turkey - Argentina Round Table Meetings aim to transform mutual 
potentials and current cooperation into strategic cooperation and contribute to the strategic 
capacity building.  
 
 
 
 



 

The main goals of Turkey - Argentina Round Table Meetings are; acknowledging related 
institutions and organizations, strengthening civil society effect, contributing to the 
development of both countries and to the promotional activities, informing Turkish companies 
about Latin America (by Latin American experts), seeking for academic cooperation and lastly to 
evaluate all of these actions in order to develop a strategic approach.  
 
In order for Turkey - Argentina relations to be carried to an ideal point in today’s multi-
dimensional world order; every parameter should be taken into consideration.       
  
The aims of the Turkey - Argentina Round Table Meetings are to prepare a civil, institutional and 
intellectual strategic base to improve and strengthened the Turkey - Argentina Relations. 
Depending on the results the possibility of transforming these round table meetings into a 
Forum will be evaluated. 
 
Main Theme and Sub-Themes are as follows: 
 
Main Theme 
Turkey and Argentina: The Future of Multi-Dimensional Relations 
 
Sub-Themes 
Economic Relations 
Social and Political Developments  
Regional Strategies 
Relations with USA, EU and New Partners 
Adaptation to the Global Management Structures 
Opportunities of Improvement of Relations in Multi-Dimensional Global Arena     
  
 


