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Turkey distinguishes itself with a 80-million inhabitants, growing economy and geo-strategic status in the 

center of Afro-Eurasia main land. Depending on its historical and cultural ties between Europe, Black Sea, 

Caucasus, Asia, Middle East and Africa, and rising activities in international organizational areas 

particularly in the United Nations, and leading membership of the international organizations such as 

NATO, AGIT, and CICA, and recent efficiently developed foreign policy, Turkey has become an actor, 

which has been gaining importance in global scene.  
 

People’s Republic of China, on the other hand, has become apparent as an important power that grabs 

attention worldwide with its surface area, 1.4 billion population, natural resources, progress in the fields 

of industry and technology, veto power in the UN, position in the Shanghai Cooperation Organization 

and newly developed foreign policy strategies.   

 

Turkish - Chinese relations has deep rooted historical background (2000 BC) through the Silk Road. Still, 

diplomatic relations between the two countries could not be established until 1971 because of the Cold 

War necessities. After China initiated international expansion program, high profile visits began between 

Turkey and China. In 1979 China started open policy towards international arena; in this regards Turkey 

and China performed high officials’ tour. But after 1985 stable relation was interrupted.  Turkey-China 

relation got impetus importance in politics and economics arena in 2003; and after 2009 it got the 

touched the maximum line. In 2010 the relation got a new phase of strategic relations by the approval of 

both Prime Ministers. Turkey and China have common interests in the geopolitical and security areas of 

the Middle East and Central Asia. In view of energy security and ever increasing terrorist activities, 

meeting the requirements of peace and security in these areas is vital for the interests of both countries.   

 

High development rates captured by Turkey and China recently urge both Turkey and China to take each 

other into consideration in terms of economy. For China, Turkey is an exit into Balkans and Europe, and 

an economic partner in the Middle East and Central Asia. Turkey, on the other hand, sees China as 

partner to strengthen mutual relations in the areas of economy and security. Turkey gives special 

importance to cooperate with China to improve its relations with Central Asian countries. In this regard, 

Turkey attaches great importance to SCO, search for full or observer membership opportunity and, 

through being a member of the organization, thinks that she can carry its relations to a better point in 

the areas ranging from international trade to security cooperation and that she will be able to gain 

membership in the international organizations such as ASEAN.   

 



 

China, surpassing Japan and South Korea, has become the biggest trade partner for Turkey among the 

Asia-Pacific nations as of January-June 2003. In parallel with the trading volume, the relations between 

the two countries have gained speed.  

 

The most important problem regarding Turkish-Chinese relations is ever increasingly grooving trade 

deficit in favor of China. In the long term, this can produce a set of economic and political problems 

regarding the sustainability of the relations. Trade deficit arises mainly from Chinese trade policies but 

there are reasons regarding the Turkish side as well.  

 

Along with China's unique advantages in foreign trade, the fact that Turkish businessmen were hesitant 

to invest in this country also deepened the problem. However, during high-level visits during the last 

three years, statesmen of the China stated that Chinese companies were encouraging to invest in Turkey. 

In this case, it is expected to turn into an implementation step. China also started offering advantages in 

financing opportunities to energy and infrastructure projects in Turkey. 

 

Cyprus issue being in the first place, Turkey has ever tried to take China’s support in the international 

affairs. In the upcoming period, ground for cooperation may be strengthened within the scope of the 

organizations such as the UN, CICA, ASEAN in parallel with the growing impact of Turkey within the 

international platforms.  

 

Both countries can develop an effective strategic cooperation ground regarding the sustainability of the 

long term interests that bear great importance for both China and Turkey. In this context, it is important 

to look at the events in a broader geopolitical point of view. In order to bring the Turkish-Chinese 

relations to an ideal point in the world system that is increasingly gaining a multidimensional 

appearance, Turkish and Chinese policy makers must steer for a structure that may constitute mutual 

depth not only on the political and strategic grounds but in the all parameters. 
 

The point where the two countries come is defined as "strategic cooperation". Also it is being deeply felt 

that there is an urgent necessity for collaborative works of the two countries so that the solutions for the 

regional issues can be found.  Now it is required that the two countries head towards a future structure, 

in order to uplift the Turkey - China relations an ideal point within a world power schema which takes its 

form in a multi-dimensional way, by creating a mutual deepening not only in political and strategic basis 

but also in its each parameters. History offers both the two countries opportunities for deepening their 

interdependency. In this regard, the Turkey - China Strategic Dialogue Program, which will bring 

together the representatives of the related sectors in a comprehensive way that includes the strategic 

dimension of the relations, will play a significant role.   

 
In this context, the Turkey - China Strategic Dialogue Program, which will mobilize and bring together 
the entire ecosystem with a strategic approach, will see an important function. 
 

 



 

Main Theme  
Civil Diplomacy Capacity Building: Sectoral and Financial Deepening 

 

Sub Themes  
Perspectives for Industrial and Financial Deepening  

Silk Road Integration and Turkey 

Security and Defense Industry  

Investment, Trade, Infrastructure and Contracting  

Public Diplomacy; Local Authorities, Civil Society, Think Tanks and Media 

Change of State Nature, Expectation Management and Multidimensional Security  

ASEAN Region, Shanghai Cooperation Organization etc. and Integration in Asia   

Energy, Water and Food Security  

Science and Technology, Academy and Culture  

Middle East - Africa, South and Central Asia 

 

Primary Sectors 
Public Diplomacy, Education and Language 

Culture and Tourism 

Construction, Construction Business and Infrastructure 

Health and Health Tourism 

Energy, Petro-chemistry and Investments 

Logistics, Transportation and Communication 

Banking and Finance (Strategic Investment Fund)  

Economy and Trade 

Media and Communication  

Science and Technology 

Brand Cities and Environment 

Defence and Space Industry 

 

Program Partners 
Turkey : TASAM (Turkish Asian Center for Strategic Studies) 

China : …..  

 

Program Performance Area 
Turkey and China



 

EVENTS / WORKING PLAN (DRAFT) 

 

Method 

Induction, Participation and Economic Deepening 
 

Press Conferences 
 

Turkey - China Forum (1-2) 
 

Turkey - China Capacity Ecosystem Research Project 
 

Turkey - China Ecosystem Platform 
 

Turkey - China Wise Persons Board Meetings / Studies 

In the Program process, to create a “Turkey - China Wise Persons Board” included mainly senior 

economists of each country; and at least one bilateral meeting to be done; and to be locally offered 

interactions and suggestions for the relations of the two countries/regions based on the Program 

studies, by this board. 
 

Round Table Meetings / Workshops 
 

Multilateral Workshop / Studies 
 

Congress(es) 
 

Sector Workshops / Events 
 

Practical Interactive Trainings 
 

Soft Power Program 
 

Strategic Reports 

Publishing strategic reports of sectoral works for both countries’ decision makers, private sectors, 

media and public opinion. Providing feedback to ensure the related literature and public’s memory.  
 

Briefing Meetings to Decision Makers 
 

Preparation of Research Projects and Reports 
 

TV Programs 
 

Media Conferences 
 

Other Academic Studies 

Academic Studies as Strategic Reports, Books, Articles, thesis and so on.  


