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Turkey distinguishes itself with a 80-million inhabitants, growing economy and geo-strategic status in the 

center of Afro-Eurasia main land. Depending on its historical and cultural ties between Europe, Black Sea, 

Caucasus, Asia, Middle East and Africa, and rising activities in international organizational areas 

particularly in the United Nations, and leading membership of the international organizations such as 

NATO, AGIT, and CICA, and recent efficiently developed foreign policy, Turkey has become an actor, 

which has been gaining importance in global scene.  
 

As a member of EU, Netherlands with its population of 17 million; is one of the Benelux countries along 

with Belgium and Luxemburg. The city of Rotterdam in Netherlands is one of the largest ports in Europe. 

Netherlands has been a constitutional monarchy since 1815 and a parliamentary democracy since 1848. 

Besides being a member of EU, it is also member to NATO and OECD and has signed Kyoto Protocol. It is 

the host country for International Criminal Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, International Court of 

Justice, International Criminal Court and Europol. It is a prominent country with regards to human rights 

and justice. Netherlands is the 16th largest economy of the world and with regards to per capita income; 

it is the 7th largest country. It has the highest employment ratio in European Union with an 

unemployment rate of 4, 8% and it has an annual economic growth rate of 4%. 

 

The roots of Turkey-Netherlands relations date back to 17th century. The first Ambassador of 

Netherlands to Ottoman Empire had come to Istanbul in 1612 with the invitation of the Sultan. 

 

The first Turkish Embassy had been opened and the first Turkish Ambassador to Netherlands had been 

appointed between 1855 and 1859. During that time; the nature of the relations were mostly 

commercial, while Dutch merchants had been buying silk and spices from Ottoman Bazaars; Ottoman 

Empire had exported wool, cotton and tobacco to Netherlands and had imported cotton and woolen 

clothing. After the establishment of Republic of Turkey; the economic and trade relations between two 

countries have grown. Dutch Company “Philips” has begun to operate in Turkey in 1930. Besides; 

TurkishDutch Association was established in 1934.  

 

The substantial presence of a large Turkish Community in Netherlands has accelerated trade relations 

between two countries. The trade volume between Turkey and Netherlands had reached to 7 billion 

dollars in 2012 and since 2001 bilateral trade has tripled. The export of goods from Turkey to 

Netherlands had increased in 2012 with comparison to 2011 which put Netherlands in 13th place among 

the trading partners of Turkey. 

 



 

Again in 2012; the market share of Netherlands had increased in Turkey’s total imports. On the other 

hand, Netherlands gives great importance to Turkey due to its geostrategic location, growing importance 

in transfer of energy reserves, developing economy and huge number of Dutch citizens of Turkish 

descent. 

 

Almost 10% of Netherlands’ population (1,5 million out of 17 million) is composed of Dutch citizens of 

migrant descent and 400,000 of them are Turkish which makes them the largest ethnic group in 

Netherlands after Dutch. As the most enterprising community; Turks have invested in Netherlands worth 

more than 2, 4 billion Euros. The number of Turkish-owned businesses is more than 18, 000 and these 

businesses employ more than 53, 000 people. Besides, as of 2014 it is the 50th anniversary of arrival of 

first Turkish immigrants to Netherlands and it seems that Turks are permanent residents of Netherlands. 

 

Turkey-Netherlands relations have been carried out well with regards to trade. Also both countries have 

taken steps in order to strengthen political relations among themselves. In this regard; “The 

Memorandum of Understanding on the Intensification of Relations between Turkey and Netherlands and 

The Establishment of Turkish-Dutch Conference” which was signed in 2008 is an example of this. 

 

Turkey-Netherlands Conference (Wittenburg Conference) which was established within this frame of 

memorandum of understanding in question; have been carried out under various topics up to this day. 

The 5th meeting was held on March 2012 with the participation of study groups under the themes 

“Cooperation against Transnational Threats”, “Economy and Energy”, “Migration” and “Cultural 

Relations”. 

 

There is cooperation between Turkey and Netherlands in the issues of defense. In 2003; in order to 

protect Turkey from threats coming from Iraq; PATRIOT Air Defense Missile Systems were established 

and 400 Dutch Soldiers were stationed in Diyarbakir and Batman within the scope of NATO.  

 

Today; due to civil was in Syria which have been going on for 3 years; Turkey had requested PATRIOT Air 

Defense Missile System against threats from NATO which was stationed at Adana by Netherlands on 

January 2013. In order to operate this missile system, 400 Dutch soldiers came to Turkey. With the end 

of the Cold War; main trend in international politics which has gained a momentum with globalization is 

that the countries cannot develop alone by themselves but through regional and global cooperation. 

Nowadays; countries have transformed themselves into entities that are open to economical, political 

and cultural cooperation and those countries which cannot adapt themselves to this process have 

become unstable. Within this framework, it is clear that the current relations between Turkey and 

Netherlands should be taken into a higher level. 
 

The point where the two countries come is defined as "strategic cooperation". Also it is being deeply felt 

that there is an urgent necessity for collaborative works of the two countries so that the solutions for the 

regional issues can be found.  Now it is required that the two countries head towards a future structure, 

in order to uplift the Turkey - Netherlands relations an ideal point within a world power schema which 

takes its form in a multi-dimensional way, by creating a mutual deepening not only in political and 



 

strategic basis but also in its each parameters. History offers both the two countries opportunities for 

deepening their interdependency. In this regard, the Turkey - Netherlands Strategic Dialogue Program, 

which will bring together the representatives of the related sectors in a comprehensive way that includes 

the strategic dimension of the relations, will play a significant role.   

 

Main Theme  
Civil Diplomacy Capacity Building: Sectoral and Financial Deepening 

 

Sub Themes  
Turkey-Netherlands Economic Relations: Opportunities and Obstacles 

Energy Policies: Geopolitics and Security Cooperation 

Technological Cooperation, Academic and Cultural Cooperation 

Social, Economic and Political Development and Migration 

Accession of Turkey to the European Union and Turkey-Netherlands Relations 

USA and Relations with New Partners: Regional Strategies    

 

Primary Sectors 
Public Diplomacy, Education and Language 

Culture and Tourism 

Construction, Construction Business and Infrastructure 

Health and Health Tourism 

Energy, Petro-chemistry and Investments 

Logistics, Transportation and Communication 

Banking and Finance (Strategic Investment Fund)  

Economy and Trade 

Media and Communication  

Science and Technology 

Brand Cities and Environment 

Defence and Space Industry 

 

Program Partners 
Turkey  : TASAM (Turkish Asian Center for Strategic Studies) 

Netherlands : …..  

 

Program Performance Area 
Turkey and Netherlands



 

EVENTS / WORKING PLAN (DRAFT) 

 

Method 

Induction, Participation and Economic Deepening 

 

Press Conferences 

 

Turkey - Netherlands Wise Persons Board Meetings / Studies 

In the Program process, to create a “Turkey - Netherlands Wise Persons Board” included mainly 

senior economists composed of regional and local representatives of each country; and at least one 

bilateral meeting to be done; and to be locally offered interactions and suggestions for the relations 

of the two countries/regions based on the cProgram studies, by this board. 

 

Round Table Meetings / Workshops 

 

Multilateral Workshop / Studies 

 

Congress(es) 

 

Sector Workshops / Events 

 

Practical Interactive Trainings 

 

Strategic Reports 

Publishing strategic reports of sectoral works for both two countries’ decision makers, private 

sectors, media and public opinion. Providing feedback to ensure the related literature and public’s 

memory.  

 

Briefing Meetings to Decision Makers 

 

Preparation of Research Projects and Reports 

 

TV Programs 

 

Media Conferences 

 

Other Academic Studies 

Academic Studies as Strategic Reports, Books, Articles, thesis and so on.  

 


