
 



 

 (DRAFT STRATEGIC VISION DOCUMENT) 

TURKEY-NETHERLANDS ROUND TABLE MEETING - 1 
“New Term Turkey-Netherlands Relations; Opportunities and Risks” 

( 2016 ) 
 
Turkey with its population of 75 million, growing economy and its geostrategic position in the 
middle of Afro-Eurasian main continent has become a prominent country. Turkey has political, 
historical and cultural ties with Europe, Black Sea, Caucuses, Asia, Middle East and Africa. It is an 
important member of NATO, OSCE and CICA, and with its recent active foreign policy it has 
become an important player in global arena. 
 
As a member of European Union, Netherlands with its population of 17 million; is one of the 
Benelux countries along with Belgium and Luxemburg. The city of Rotterdam in Netherlands is 
one of the largest ports in Europe. Netherlands has been a constitutional monarchy since 1815 
and a parliamentary democracy since 1848. Besides being a member of EU, it is also member to 
NATO and OECD and has signed Kyoto Protocol. It is the host country for International Criminal 
Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia, International Court of Justice, International Criminal Court 
and Europol. It is a prominent country with regards to human rights and justice. Netherlands is 
the 16th largest economy of the world and with regards to per capita income; it is the 7th largest 
country. It has the highest employment ratio in European Union with an unemployment rate of 
4, 8% and it has an annual economic growth rate of 4%.    
   
The roots of Turkey-Netherlands relations date back to 17th century. The first Ambassador of 
Netherlands to Ottoman Empire had come to Istanbul in 1612 with the invitation of the Sultan. 
The first Turkish Embassy had been opened and the first Turkish Ambassador to Netherlands 
had been appointed between 1855 and 1859.   
  
During that time; the nature of the relations were mostly commercial, while Dutch merchants 
had been buying silk and spices from Ottoman Bazaars; Ottoman Empire had exported wool, 
cotton and tobacco to Netherlands and had imported cotton and woolen clothing. After the 
establishment of Republic of Turkey; the economic and trade relations between two countries 
have grown. Dutch Company “Philips” has begun to operate in Turkey in 1930. Besides; Turkish-
Dutch Association was established in 1934.    
 



 

The substantial presence of a large Turkish Community in Netherlands has accelerated trade 
relations between two countries. The trade volume between Turkey and Netherlands had 
reached to 7 billion dollars in 2012 and since 2001 bilateral trade has tripled. The export of 
goods from Turkey to Netherlands had increased in 2012 with comparison to 2011 which put 
Netherlands in 13th place among the trading partners of Turkey.      
 
Again in 2012; the market share of Netherlands had increased in Turkey’s total imports. On the 
other hand, Netherlands gives great importance to Turkey due to its geostrategic location, 
growing importance in transfer of energy reserves, developing economy and huge number of 
Dutch citizens of Turkish descent.   
 
Almost 10% of Netherlands’ population (1, 5 million out of 17 million) is composed of Dutch 
citizens of migrant descent and 400,000 of them are Turkish which makes them the largest 
ethnic group in Netherlands after Dutch. As the most enterprising community; Turks have 
invested in Netherlands worth more than 2, 4 billion Euros. The number of Turkish-owned 
businesses is more than 18, 000 and these businesses employ more than 53, 000 people. 
Besides, as of 2014 it is the 50th anniversary of arrival of first Turkish immigrants to Netherlands 
and it seems that Turks are permanent residents of Netherlands.        
 
Turkey-Netherlands relations have been carried out well with regards to trade. Also both 
countries have taken steps in order to strengthen political relations among themselves. In this 
regard; “The Memorandum of Understanding on the Intensification of Relations between 
Turkey and Netherlands and The Establishment of Turkish-Dutch Conference” which was signed 
in 2008 is an example of this.   
 
Turkey-Netherlands Conference (Wittenburg Conference) which was established within this 
frame of memorandum of understanding in question; have been carried out under various 
topics up to this day. The 5th meeting was held on March 2012 with the participation of study 
groups under the themes “Cooperation against Transnational Threats”, “Economy and Energy”, 
“Migration” and “Cultural Relations”.  
 
There is cooperation between Turkey and Netherlands in the issues of defense. In 2003; in order 
to protect Turkey from threats coming from Iraq; PATRIOT Air Defense Missile Systems were 
established and 400 Dutch Soldiers were stationed in Diyarbakir and Batman within the scope of 
NATO.    
 



 

Today; due to civil was in Syria which have been going on for 3 years; Turkey had requested 
PATRIOT Air Defense Missile System against threats from NATO which was stationed at Adana 
by Netherlands on January 2013. In order to operate this missile system, 400 Dutch soldiers 
came to Turkey.    
 
With the end of the Cold War; main trend in international politics which has gained a 
momentum with globalization is that the countries cannot develop alone by themselves but 
through regional and global cooperation. Nowadays; countries have transformed themselves 
into entities that are open to economical, political and cultural cooperation and those countries 
which cannot adapt themselves to this process have become unstable. Within this framework, it 
is clear that the current relations between Turkey and Netherlands should be taken into a higher 
level.   
 
Turkey-Netherlands Round Table Meetings aim to transform mutual potentials and current 
cooperation into strategic cooperation and contribute to the strategic capacity building.  
 
The goals Round Table Meetings are; strengthening the influence of civil society, contributing to 
the development of both countries, benefiting from the experiences in order to develop 
resources and study fields, contributing to the promotional activities and lastly to evaluate all of 
these actions in order to develop a strategic approach. Again considering the substantial 
presence of Turkish community in Netherlands for almost 50 years; the effects of negative and 
positive experiences in this process to Turkey’s and Netherlands’ domestic politics and bilateral 
relations will be discussed in these meetings. Precautions, political and social steps and 
initiatives that are needed to be taken will be defined.    
 
Both countries with regards to sustainment of their critically important long-term interests; can 
develop a more effective strategic cooperation. At this point; a broader geopolitical perspective 
is needed.  In order for Turkey-Netherlands relations to be carried to an ideal point in today’s 
multi-dimensional world order; not just political and strategic based parameters but every 
parameter should be taken into consideration.  

 
At this point; the main aims of the Turkey-Netherlands Round Table Meetings which are 
planned to be held annually, are to prepare a civil, institutional and intellectual strategic base to 
improve and strengthened the Turkey-Netherlands Relations. Depending on the results the 
possibility of transforming these round table meetings into a Forum should be evaluated. 
 



 

Main Theme and Sub-Themes are as follows: 
 
Main Theme 
New Term Turkey-Netherlands Relations; Opportunities and Risks 
 
Sub-Themes 
Turkey-Netherlands Economic Relations: Opportunities and Obstacles  
Energy Policies: Geopolitics and Security Cooperation 
Technological Cooperation, Academic and Cultural Cooperation 
Social, Economic and Political Development and Migration   
Accession of Turkey to the European Union and Turkey-Netherlands Relations  
USA and Relations with New Partners: Regional Strategies                     


