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Turkey with its population of 75 million, growing economy and its geostrategic position in the 
middle of Afro-Eurasian main continent has become a prominent country. Turkey has political, 
historical and cultural ties with Europe, Black Sea, Caucuses, Asia, Middle East and Africa. It is an 
important member of NATO, OSCE and CICA, and with its recent active foreign policy it has 
become an important player in global arena. 
 
Middle East is the most strategically important region in the world. Qatar is one of the 
prominent countries in Middle East with regards to its politics, economy, geographical location 
and natural resources. It is member to 40 international and regional organizations. Qatar 
especially in the last couple of years has gained great momentum in economical development 
due to its rich oil and natural gas resources. It has become one of the richest countries in the 
world with regards to per capita income. These factors along with Qatar’s geostrategic position 
made Qatar to be an influential country in global arena.  
 
The 60% of Qatar’s economy is based on oil and natural gas resources. Qatar is implementing 
new policies to diversify its economy by investing in sectors like finance, trade, tourism, 
transportation and manufacturing. With the momentum of “Qatar National Vision Document 
2030” which was declared in 2008 and 2022 FIFA World Cup in Qatar; new international 
airports, railways and metro, settlements and roads were began to be built. In this respect; 
construction sector is currently the most prominent sector in the country.  
 
There are important developments with regards to Turkey-Qatar relations. Qatar gives great 
importance to Turkey’s role in the region. The government and people of Qatar have positive 
attitude towards Turkey. Qatar is the most prominent Arab country that is trying to solve the 
conflicts in region. Turkey-Qatar cooperation in UN and OIC has increased in the recent years. 
High level official visits have intensified between 2008 and 2014 which strengthened Turkey-
Qatar relations.  
 



 

The main export products of Turkey to Qatar are; iron and steel, electronic devices and 
machines, automobile and spare parts, textile and food. On the other hand, the main import 
products of Turkey from Qatar are natural gas, plastic and chemicals. The Turkish investment in 
Qatar is mainly in construction business and consulting services.  Today, more than 30 Turkish 
companies are in Qatar and they are in charge of projects worth 8.5 billion dollars. There are 
efforts from Turkish officials for Qatari businessmen to make investment in Turkey. Natural gas 
pipeline project between Qatar and Turkey has been evaluated positively by officials.  
Both countries are conducting new and realistic policies with regards to their relations and 
rediscovering each other. Turkey tries to gain the support of Qatar in international affairs such 
as Cyprus. In the following term; the cooperation opportunities in the fields of politics, 
economy, culture and security within the bodies of UN, OIC and Arab League can be 
strengthened.  
 
With the end of the Cold War; main trend in international politics which has gained a 
momentum with globalization is that the countries cannot develop alone by themselves but 
through regional and global cooperation. Nowadays; countries have transformed themselves 
into entities that are open to economical, political and cultural cooperation and those countries 
which cannot adapt themselves to this process have become unstable. Within this framework; it 
is necessary to develop long term “Strategic Cooperation” between Turkey and Qatar. Turkey-
Qatar Round Table Meetings aim to transform mutual potentials and current cooperation into 
strategic cooperation and contribute to the strategic capacity building.  
 
The goals of Turkey-Qatar Round Table Meetings are; acknowledging related institutions and 
organizations, strengthening the influence of civil society, contributing to the development of 
both countries, benefiting from the experiences in order to develop resources and study fields, 
contributing to the promotional activities and lastly to evaluate all of these actions in order to 
develop a strategic approach.  
 
Both countries can develop strategic cooperation with regards to sustaining long term interests. 
At this point, a wider geographical point of view is needed to look at the events. In order for 
Turkey-Qatar relations to be carried to an ideal point in today’s multi-dimensional world order; 
every parameter should be taken into consideration.      
 
The main aims of the Turkey-Qatar Round Table Meetings are to prepare a civil, institutional 
and intellectual strategic base to improve and strengthened the Turkey-Qatar Relations. 
Depending on the results the possibility of transforming these round table meetings into a 
Forum should be evaluated. 



 

 
Main Theme and Sub-Themes are as follows: 
 
Main Theme 
New Term Turkey - Qatar Relations: Opportunities and Risks in Changing Regional and Global 
Order 
 
Sub-Themes 
Turkey-Qatar Economical Relations: Opportunities and Risks   
Energy Policies: Geopolitics and Security  
Share of Technology, Academic and Cultural Cooperation 
Sectoral Cooperation Perspectives: Defense Industry and Transportation 
Social, Economic and Political Developments 
Middle Eastern, Asian, African Countries and Turkey-Qatar 
Relations with USA, EU and New Partners and Regional Strategies 
Rising Powers in Multi-polar World and Adaptation to the Global Management Structures  
   


