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Turkey has increasingly grown as an important actor with its 75 million population, developing 
and expanding economy, geostrategic position in the middle of Afro-Euro-Asian mainland; 
historical, political, cultural connections with the European, Black Sea, Caucasian, Asian, Middle 
Eastern and African countries, its activity in the international arena, particularly in the UN; its 
stand as one of the most important members of NATO, OSCE, and CICA; and its recently 
advanced activist foreign policy.  
 
Saudi Arabia, on the other hand, is a country that attracts the attention of the world with its 
strategic location connecting Asia to Africa and Mediterranean to Indian Ocean, its leading role 
in the Arab and Islamic world, 30 million dynamic population, natural resources, 20% share in 
the proven oil reserves of the world, economic potential that it has thanks to its tourism and 
human resources, its activities in the international organizations. Saudi Arabia is among the 
principal economic actors in the Middle East and pursuing policies to diversify its economy and 
go beyond being dependent to oil. In the recent years, it has given importance substructure 
investments, particularly in human capital and is trying to improve non-oil sectors and private 
sector. As of 2010, Saudi Arabia’s GDP is estimated as $443.7 billion and it has $340 foreign 
trade volume. The country is a member of G-20 and has improved its economy through recent 
reforms and increasing oil revenues.  
 
In recent years, Saudi Arabia has been pursuing policies to play an active and constructive role in 
the efforts to solve regional and global problems. It attaches great importance to the 
establishment and preservation of peace and stability and to resolving political problems and 
disputes through dialogue. The country is actively contributing to the fight against international 
terrorism and pioneering in the works of interreligious dialogue in the context of fighting against 
extremism.  
 
There is no problem in bilateral political relations between Saudi Arabia and Turkey. The 
Relations have made progress in every field according to the principle of mutual benefit moving 
through the common denominator to preserve peace and stability in the region. 



 

Turkish and Saudi foreign policy perspectives, which aim to contribute in preserving regional 
and global peace and stability, mutually support each other and create synergy. Mutual high 
level visits between the two countries and strategic dialogue mechanism which was established 
between Turkey and the GCC in 2008 creates driving force for the efforts oriented in the region.  
 
Turkey - Saudi Arabia trade volume has reached $4.66 billion in 2010. The number of large scale 
Turkish firms which are doing business in Saudi Arabia, construction companies in particular, 
increases day by day. Similarly, interest in Turkey increases in Saudi business circles, too. Since 
2005, the number of Saudi tourists visiting Turkey has significantly increased compared to the 
previous years. The number of Saudi tourists arriving in Turkey, which was 84.000 in 2010, is 
expected to increase significantly.  
 
Numerous agreements signed between the countries in various fields constitute the legal 
basis for relations. Views of the both countries about regional issues are in the same direction. 
Saudi Arabia and Turkey continue to cooperate in the frame of such regional and international 
organizations as the UN, its sub branches and the OIC. Intimacy of relations between the two 
countries can be seen in high level visits.  
 
However, the level of relations between Saudi Arabia and Turkey is well under the potential 
regarding the political affinity, populations and economic performance. The trade volume 
between the two has stayed under the existing potential, too. The growth rates of Turkey and 
Saudi Arabia compel both countries to take each other into account further in terms of 
economy. For Saudi Arabia, Turkey is a sally port to Balkans and Europe. Saudi Arabia, on the 
other hand, is a non-negligible country for Turkey in its relations with the OIC and Middle 
Eastern countries. Turkey sees Saudi Arabia as a partner with whom it has to improve its 
relations in the economic, political, cultural and security fields.  
 
Turkey and Saudi Arabia, as two main regional countries, stand in a position to control world 
trade and energy transition. Both countries have common interest in the economic, strategic, 
political and security fields in terms of their relations with Western Asian, Middle Eastern and 
OIC countries. Today, when relations of mutual dependence are gradually deepening around the 
world, it is crucial for the interests of both countries to increase economic, social and political 
interactivities and to provide peace and security regarding such factors as necessity of 
improving economic relations, contributing in global energy security, struggling with 
smuggling and terrorism. It is crucial for Turkey and Saudi Arabia, as two important countries in 
the Middle East, to have a broader and deeper cooperation for the sake of regional and global 
peace and welfare. 



 

Both countries can develop an effective strategic cooperation to ensure sustainability of the 
critical long term interests. At this point, it is necessary to look at the events through a broader 
perspective in terms of politics, economy, diplomacy and geo-strategy.  
 
In  order to bring the Turkish - Saudi relations to an ideal point in a world system that is 
increasingly gaining a multidimensional appearance, Turkish and Saudi policy makers must 
steer for a structure that may constitute mutual depth not only on the political and strategic 
grounds but in all the parameters.  
 
Here, the aim of Turkey - Saudi Arabia Round Table Meetings, which is planned to be held 
every year alternately, is to display the opportunities and complementary relations between 
Turkey and Saudi Arabia in the forthcoming period before the public opinions of both Turkey 
and Saudi Arabia with a strategic point of view without disregarding the problematic areas. 
Depending on the momentum captured, medium and long term potential to transform the 
event into a forum with broad participation must separately be assessed. 
 
The main theme of the meeting and sub-headings are as follows:  
 
Main Theme: 
The New Era Turkey - Saudi Arabia Relations: "Capacity Building" 
 
Sub-Themes: 
- New Multi-Dimensional Security Parameters in the Afro-Eurasian Region 
- Economic Cooperation 
- Transportation and Logistics 
- Multi-Dimensional Security and Struggle with Terrorism 
- Bilateral and Multilateral Capacity Building in Member Countries of the OIC 
- Innovation in Public Management and Technology Sharing 
- Academic and Cultural Cooperation opportunities 
- Common Regional and Global Perspectives 
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