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Turkey has a population of 75 million, a fast growing economy, enjoys a geostrategic position in 

the center of the Afro-Eurasian main continent and has risen to prominence during the past 10 

years. As an important member of NATO, the OSCE and the CICA, and its political, historical and 

cultural ties with Europe, the Black Sea countries, the Caucasus, Asia, the Middle East and 

Africa, and its recent active foreign policy, Turkey’s role and importance as a global actor is 

increasing.  

 

The United Kingdom played a pioneering role in Europe and the rest of the world with its 

concept of financial accumulation, which is unique to the Modern Era, the Industrial Revolution, 

the development of new approaches to domestic and foreign policies and advancements in art, 

science and technology. Having been a global power from the 17th century onwards, the UK lost 

some of its influence in the global arena after the Second World War. However, with a 

population of 63 million and a GDP of $2.5 trillion, the UK still maintains its position as a 

significant global actor thanks to its rich financial, industrial, historical, cultural and political 

heritage and expertise. 

 

The UK   was one of the first countries the Ottoman Empire established regular diplomatic 

relations with. The two countries have a history marked with periods of extended friendly 

relations as well as periods of war and confrontation in varies alliances, prior to the foundation 

of the Republic of Turkey in 1923.. The deep-rooted ties between Turkey and the UK are based 

on shared values and have continuously been improving through high-profile state visits. Both 

governments share the political will to enhance cooperation in every field. United Kingdom is 

one of the strongest supporters of Turkey’s EU accession process.  Turkey and the UK share 

similar views on and consult each other for the resolution of regional and international issues. 

For example, both countries work closely together on issues such as the Syrian conflict, Iran’s 

nuclear capabilities and intentions, Somalia, Afghanistan and the West Balkans.  



 

The “2010 Strategic Partnership Document”, which was signed during Prime Minister Cameron’s 

visit to Turkey in July 2010, constitutes a road map of a wide range of concrete areas of 

cooperation to strengthen their partnership. The “Turkish-British Sweet Tongue (Tatlı Dil) 

Forum” was founded consisting of various politicians, academics, media representatives and 

artists from both sides with the aim of strengthening and institutionalizing the dialogue 

between both countries. The first meeting of this forum was held in the UK in October 2011 and 

the second Turkey in October 2012 the second meeting will take place in Istanbul on 12-14 

October 2014. Further meetings will be held annually on a rotational basis.  

 

Mutual trade volume between Turkey and the UK increased to $14.3 billion in 2012 from $13.9 

billion in 2011. This number was only $4 billion in 2001. There are currently 2.362 companies 

with UK capital operating in Turkey and the total UK direct investments in Turkey reached $917 

million in 2011.There are estimated 250.000 Turkish citizens living in the UK. Around 2.5 million 

British tourists visit Turkey each year and there are 37.460 British citizens that own 26.730 real 

estates in Turkey. 

 

The main elements of Turkish-British relations are trade volumes reaching $15 billion, shared 

vision and interests in international affairs, Turkey’s EU membership bid and tourism. In 

addition to bilateral and institutional relations between the two countries, Turkey is also an 

important partner of the UK in many security and political organizations such as NATO, the OSCE 

and European Council. Both countries have strong commitment to democracy, human rights 

and the rule of law, and are both members of the G20 and the World Trade Organization.  

 

With the end of the Cold War, the general trend in international politics - and one which gained  

momentum with globalization - has required countries not to compete and grow unilaterally but 

rather through regional and global cooperation. Countries have nowadays transformed 

themselves into entities that are open to economic, political and cultural dialogue and 

cooperation and those that could not adapt are experiencing significant instability. It is within 

this framework, that the need for enhancing the ’Strategic Cooperation’ between Turkey and 

the UK becomes evident. The Turkey-United Kingdom Round Table Meetings aim to identify 

mutual opportunities and raise cooperation to a strategic partnership and at the same time 

contribute to strategic capacity building.  

 



 

In order to raise Turkish-British relations to an ideal level in today’s multi-dimensional new 

world order, it needs to move towards a composition where it is not only politically and 

strategically based but encompasses and promotes depth in a range of domains. 

 

Without neglecting known problem areas, the Turkey - United Kingdom Round Table Meetings 

aim to identify opportunities and assess the complimentary relationship from a strategic 

perspective in this new era of Turkish-British relations. The meetings are planned to take place 

on a rotating basis and be open to the Turkish and British public. Depending on the results and 

momentum, it might be desirable to evaluate whether to transform and upgrade these round 

table meetings into high attendance forums in the mid to long term. The goals of the Turkey-

United Kingdom Round Table Meetings are to: 

- establish close ties between involved organizations,  

- identify areas of possible academic cooperation,  

- produce valuable literature and references,  

- create strategic institutional and intellectual foundations 

- increase the influence of civil society,  

- contribute to promotional activities, 

- contribute to the development of a strategic approach by evaluating all these activities holistically 

- ultimately contribute to the strengthening of Turkish-British relations 

 

The main and sub-themes are as follows: 

 

Main Theme 

New Term Turkey-United Kingdom Relations: Opportunities and Risks 

 

Sub-themes 

Turkey-United Kingdom Economic Relations: Opportunities and Risks  

Energy Policies: Geopolitics and Security 

Cooperation in Technology, Academia and Culture 

Social, Political and Economic Developments 

Turkey’s EU Accession Process and Turkey-United Kingdom Relations 

Cooperation Opportunities in the Middle East, Africa, Central Asia and South Asian 

Relations with the USA and New Partners: Regional Strategies 


