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Uzbekistan is a central and defining country with respect to its global relations network in 

Central Asia and Eurasia. In order to preserve stability and sustainability in the region; 

Uzbekistan is not just important due to its geopolitical status but also it is a vital country due 

to its infrastructure. Uzbekistan is member of more than 100 international and regional 

organizations including UN, SCO, CIS, OSCE, EBRD, ADP, IMF, FAO, OIC, ECO and World Bank. 

Uzbekistan is a unique country with its dynamic and dense population, energy resources, 

market size and its position in the region.  

 

On the other hand; Turkey with its population of 75 million, growing economy and its 

geostrategic position in the middle of Afro-Eurasian main continent has become a prominent 

country. Turkey has political, historical and cultural ties with Europe, Black Sea, Caucuses, 

Asia, Middle East and Africa. It is an important member of NATO, OSCE and CICA, and with 

its recent active foreign policy it has become an important actor in global arena. Turkey is 

also a key player in energy, transportation and gas pipe line policies, and in the issues of 

military and defense; it is a valuable partner for other regional armies.          

 

There are historical and cultural ties that go back to hundreds of years between the Turkey 

and the Uzbekistan which is the biggest Turkic Republic in the Central Asia. Similarities in 

traditions and language between the Turkish and Uzbek society are the main elements to 

build a cultural bridge. Turkey was the first country who recognized the independence of 

Uzbekistan after the collapse of the Soviet Union. The relations started in 1992 and have 

been continuing till now with agreements’, high level visits, trade and tourism. 

 

Both Uzbekistan and Turkey are members of OSCE, ECO and OIC. Uzbekistan has the 

potential to deepen the relationship between Turkey and Asian countries due to its 

membership to CIS and SCO. On the other hand Turkey as a NATO member and a candidate 

for European Union membership has potential to contribute to deepen the relationship 



 

 

between Uzbekistan and the West. Both countries are members to the UN, IMF and World 

Bank and both have high potential for cooperation.    

 

After gaining its independence Uzbekistan has employed liberal economic policies and 

adopted free market economy model. Since then privatization and free trade are programs 

have been implemented in the country. Main export commodities of Uzbekistan are cotton, 

textile intermediate products, oil, natural gas, machine equipments, food products, precious 

metals and chemical products.  

 

Main import commodities of Uzbekistan are machine equipments, food products and 

chemical products. Export policies of Uzbekistan are diversification of export commodities 

and to increase exportation. Uzbekistan is the 5th biggest cotton producer and 2nd biggest 

exporter of cotton in the world.  

 

There is huge potential in developing economic relations between Uzbekistan and Turkey 

which is trying to increase market share in steel and steel products, textile machines and 

other industrial products. Energy trade and security are also potential areas of cooperation.    

 

Strengthening and developing the Uzbekistan-Turkey relations will create gravity for the 

other countries in the region, and also play an engine role to sustain the relations of Turkey-

Region’s countries relations and also the relations between them. 

 

In today’s world, global tendency forces countries to develop not alone by themselves, but 

through regional and global cooperation. Countries are transforming themselves to 

economically, politically and culturally open structures. In this context; it is necessary to 

develop a “Strategic Partnership” between Turkey and Uzbekistan. In Turkey-Uzbekistan 

Forum; the issues of how to develop cooperation between Turkey and Uzbekistan will be 

discussed.      

 

The aim of the Turkey-Uzbekistan Forum is to prepare a civil, institutional and intellectual 

strategic base to improve and strengthen Turkey-Uzbekistan Relations which is far behind 

the potentials due to misunderstandings because of the lack of dialogue, provocations and 

minor problems. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The main theme and the sub titles of the Forum which is planned to organize annually on a 

rotation base are as follow: 

 

Main Theme 

New Term Turkey Uzbekistan Relations; Opportunities and Perspectives 

 

Sub Themes 

Historic, Kultural and Actual Dynamics  

Economic Relations 

Multi Dimensional Central Asian Security 

Energy Policies and Interaction 

Central Asia Policies of U.S., Russia, China and India and Turkish - Uzbek Relations 

Turkish - Uzbek Relations in the Context of Central Asia, South Asia and Middle East Regions  

 


